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A Note on Dharmapala Diary, the Development of
its Alternative Versions and its Documentary Value

i S S
Toshio Akai

Abstract

This paper is to study textually the diary written by a Ceylonese Buddhist reformist Anagarika
Dharmapala (1864-1933) from 1889 to 1932, and to establish its documentary value by examining
the differences between its alternative versions. My research in the National Archive of Sri Lanka
and the Anagarika Dharmapala Trust in Colombo revealed that several editions were produced from
the original handwritten diary, now stored in the National Archive. Two different photographed
copies were made ; one is a film-copied microfilm in the National Archive, and the other is a digitally
photographed compilation the Trust keeps, in which the volumes of several years are missing. To fill
in them, the Trust has typewritten volumes, a private edition made in 1960s by the order of the Trust
Board. Another copy of this is held in the National Archive. In both cases, many volumes, at least of
nine years, are missing. Serious errors taken place when the original handwritten diaries were
transcribed can be found, mainly due to the deterioration of the original manuscript. The errors are
relatively few in the early years, and this made me suspect that the typewritten volumes of those
years were created in use of an earlier transcription, made for the excerpted Dharmapala Diary
published indeterminately from 1943 in The Journal of Maha Bodhi Society. The existence of this
earlier transcription has not been confirmed so far, but inferable enough is that the involvement of
Devapriya Valasinha into the editorship increased the correctness in the transcribing procedure, as
he was Dharmapala’s private secretary who personally knew him and was familiar with his
handwriting. My study reveals that six alternative versions of the Dharmapala Diary including an
assuming transcribed manuscript made as a material for the excerpted Dairy were produced. All
complement with each other, but the several volumes, including the significant years for
Dharmapala’s life such as 1890 and 1912, are still missing. In order to use the Dharmapala Diary for
academic purpose, an optical correction of the digital copy is necessary, and the establishment of a
variorum, comparing each version and finalizing the complicated differences between them, should be
written as soon as possible.
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